Acts 21:1-27
Dealing with different opinions within the Church

· Intro In Acts trying to learn some general principles from the early church that can help us as a church today
· Where we are – Where Andrew Fordyce left us last week
· Ephesus – after meeting the elders on the beach
· Where we are going?
· Ultimately Jerusalem 

· Via Rhodes, Patara, Tyre, Ptolemais and Caesarea

· What happens? What is this chapter about?


· We see many differing opinions about Paul; we see how Paul dealt with disagreements and pressures

· No… I am not going to deal with our past, it is time for us to move forward
·  In the established rule of telling you what I am going so say, telling you and then telling you what I have said, here is an outline 


· 
What are the lessons?

· 
We have to move forward 

· 
We have to be Led by the Holy Spirit
· 

(Even if that brings new problems)
· Look at the opinions about Paul

· Love :among those who love Paul
· v1:Starts off ‘After we had torn ourselves away’ – Ephesian elders
· v4:Disciples at Tyre after seven days during which, “Through the Spirit” urging Paul not to go to Jerusalem, families to beach to pray and say good-bye

· NB. 20:22-23 Paul has been told by the Holy Spirit that he will be in trouble 

  ‘And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there,  except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.’ 
· v8: Caesarea – Philip

· Philip – Acts 6 ,8 and now (Philip was one of the seven men “of good repute, full of the spirit and of wisdom” chosen in Acts 6  to be deacons. We meet him again in Acts 8 evangelizing the Ethiopian Eunuch and then being carried away by the Spirit of God and now again we meet him – and we know what he has been doing since Acts 8 for he is called ‘the evangelist’. A godly man with godly daughters – four unmarried daughters who prophesied.
· v10: Agabus – we have met him once before. In Acts 11:28 he prophesied the famine that happened in the days of Claudius Caesar (AD 41-54) – The Churches that Paul had founded and also Antioch saved up and sent at least one, but probably more, gifts to the Jerusalem church. We know of one in AD46 through Paul and Barnabus (Acts 11:29-30)
· Look at the opinions about Paul 

· Love can lead to problems
· v10-14: Agabus acted out a prophecy (several OT examples of acted out prophecy = Jeremiah and the potter in Jer 18 and the broken pot – in Jer 19)
·  Prophecy

· Biblically
· Speaks for someone : Ex 7:1 Aaron is your prophet, he will say all you tell him to

· God’s prophets have God’s spirit : Numb 11:29 and God speaks to them: Num 12:6

· The people ask how shall they know if a prophet is from God – the answer in Deut 18:22 is “If what they prophesy does not come to pass then their message was not from God

· And then an answer which requires us to think a bit more in Deut 13:1-3 – If what is prophesied does come to pass but the teaching associated with the prophesy tells you to follow other gods  then it is a false prophesy for God requires to be loved by all our whole being all the time, not just part of us and not just sometimes.
· In the New Testament this idea that a prophet speaks that which God has already spoken is extended so that the word can mean expository preaching, explaining the written word of God. Obviously here in Acts it means something other than that. 
· Today

· Closed Canon – there is no more scripture to come.
· Lord still speaks – as in what we have read in Acts and elsewhere – it is ridiculous to be so logical about the closed canon that our logic ties God up so that he can no longer act and speak.
· Acts 2: Joel 2: “in the last days I will pour out my Spirit”
· Nowadays no-one else can say to you “The Lord says You have to”
· 

Scripture has authority: Necessarily a preacher or teacher teaching from God’s word, from the scriptures, can say “this is what the Lord says you have to do” for scripture is the written word of God

· 

I’m not here talking about that, I am not talking about exegetical preaching. I am talking about how the Holy Spirit convicts us and lays things on our hearts. His job is to bring to mind what the Lord has said
· What I see here in Acts is that we can and maybe even must say “the Holy Spirit tells me” (that you will be bound)
·  But that nowadays we can and must be convicted by the Holy Spirit ourselves as to what we are to understand by it.
·  Here for instance. The prophecy is true – Paul will be bound – and Paul himself has been told this over and over, by the Holy Spirit and by people who love him. But the interpretation of the others, those who love Paul. Their interpretation is wrong.
·  The prophecy is true, their interpretation is wrong
·  Paul knows what it means, the Holy Spirit has said “this will happen to you” Nowadays we have to accept that despite our interpretations v14:The Lords Will be done
· We should not v13 ”you are breaking my heart” we must not insist on our interpretation for someone else
· Paul’s Solution:

· We have to move forward; Led by the Holy Spirit; Even if that brings problems for us. (when it happens Paul will know he is in God’s control)
· Look at the opinions about Paul – <link to second opinion>

· Jerusalem (warmly welcomed by the brothers v17. but not quite so welcome by the official church)
· James

·  Jesus Brother, “The Just” and highly respected among all Jews in Jerusalem
· Paul reports – he has to welcome himself! (quite a difference from the Acts 15 council)
· Glory to God

· But … we have a Problem (pass over Paul’s report pretty quickly!)
· Look at the opinions about Paul

· Paul is a problem – or Paul causes a problem for the Jerusalem Church
· v20:Very many devout Jewish believers

·  v21:taught ( Gk is very strong here - “indoctrinated/catechized” ie, formally taught – who does the teaching? – presumably these elders)

· Taught what: Paul leads Jews astray - the Greek is very strong. “Paul is apostate from Moses and teaching all Jews among the gentiles to not circumcise their children and to not walk according to the customs”
· There is no evidence that I can find that this is a true claim

· Solution to our problem is

· You take a vow (pay for the 4 others)

· Paul’s Solution: Do it!
· We have to move forward; Led by the Holy Spirit; Even if that brings problems for us

· Look at the opinions about Paul

· Paul is a problem

· (now he gives us a problem – how could he get involved with a sacrifice?)

· vows and sacrifices?

· What Paul was doing was not a part of the sacrifice system that was in OT days required for forgiveness of sin. Not a “salvation” sacrifice - Nazirite vow (Numbers 6) a promise of dedication to the Lord, cut off hair, avoid alcohol, etc)
· Personal behaviour: Paul is a Jew. A Hebrew of the Hebrews he tells us in Philippians, He was a Pharisee, the first in his year – these are customs that he grew up with

· (done it before Acts 18)

· Like us using or misusing – say - Fasting. There are theologies that say we have to fast: that say that when we fast then we earn “Brownie points” and God hears us because of our endeavour. That is a wrong understanding. When we fast we are saying to God, “hey I am really serious about this” – probably, more importantly, we are saying to ourselves “hey I am really serious about this” after all, God knows our hearts. The point I am making here is that we can use or misuse what is actually a good thing.
· This is what I think Paul is doing here

· Paul’s Solution:

· Whether or not he thought it wise, he agrees. 

· Paul’s attitude was always to avoid unnecessary problems when matters of principle were not involved. (we have cases where principle was involved and Paul sticks hard and fights the circumcision group with all his considerable powers, but here, there was no principle involved – which is what makes me think that it was as I explained above – a custom in which he could be involved)

·  Paul has spoken already of his attitude

1Co 9:20- 23  To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 

To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 

To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 

I do it all for the sake of the gospel
·   An great man like Paul is not bound by his own emancipation.. a free sprit like Paul doesn’t have to demonstrate his freedom all the time – when it matters – yes, hold fast; but when it doesn’t matter; and for the sake of the gospel – “No”

·  I am free not to be bound by the fact of my freedom.
· Here is where we have to seek the guidance of God’s Holy Spirit for ourselves and listen to God for ourselves 
· – how do we do this? There are principles which are “correct” – it is necessary to get our theology correct about – say sexuality – but it is only one principle, there are others to be kept as well. The command to ‘love’ must be more than an ending to a letter or a softening of a sentence – we have to love in action as well. We are commanded to live being “in love” – firstly to God then our brothers and sisters in Christ and then those who do not know God. Christ says that the way the world knows we are his is that we love one another – not just by saying so but be being so. 

·  Paul’s Solution: We have to move forward; Led by the Holy Spirit; Even if that brings problems for us

· Conclusion:

· Did the solution to the Jerusalem problem work?> No v27 <read>– but that is for Jim, next week

· Look at the opinions about Paul

· Paul is Loved – and that causes problems to those who love him
· Paul causes Problems

· When the pressure is Love – Paul follows what the Holy Spirit tells him
· When the Pressure is that he is the problem – Paul follows the Holy Spirit who teaches that our own freedoms are not as important as God’s leading.
· If you have little idea why I am saying what I have said. If you do not understand why any of us should try and follow God’s Holy Spirit then please grab one of us afterwards and ask. 
· What about Us as a church?

· Already said “Do not” in context  “Breaking my heart”

· Do we have differing opinions among us?

· Yes – I am only going to take 1 – the Music. There are many different opinions about the music and there some tensions. 

· Personally I stand somewhere just West of Centre – Please understand that I am talking to all of us. I am talking to myself here as well as talking to you.
· But I want to consider this from what we have learned.

· The Holy Spirit has told me and many of us that we are going forward into something new. The freedoms we are experiencing and the explosion of gifts, musicians, the panels, teachers… – remember that gifts come from the Holy Spirit – are evidences that God is with us.
· Don’t let us be breaking our hearts by trying to force these issues one way or another
· Here is a quote made to me. I am not going to identify who said it:

· “What I don't like is people being stroppy about things and moaning just to others, while destroying those who are trying to serve musically (which has happened a bit). But people need to feel that they can worship properly and comfortably so we should listen to their concerns. In the midst of this, I have been blessed greatly by the encouragers..  As far as the church is concerned, let's rejoice that we have the luxury of either prescriptive or free worship; jubilant or meditative; traditional or modern; young musicians or old - this variety is a testimony to the Lord's blessing and provision after what should have decimated our worship group last September. If people see this as of the Lord's provision, then they should be quick with thanksgiving and slow to grumble. Not many churches have this” 
· --- and he goes on “But the blessing is yet to really overflow.”
· The key is “led by the Holy Spirit” and because that can cause problems we must make sure that it doesn’t mean ‘feel good’ feelings. It means work discipline and respect for each other.

· We have to move forward; Led by the Holy Spirit; Even if that brings problems for us – but especially if we are waiting expectantly for things to overflow for us.
Now: 
I want us to Praise God for what God is doing among us and unlike the Elders in Jerusalem let us really “Give all Glory to God” un-fettered by other worries
 “Hallelujah Praise Jehovah”

 It is a new hymn to us – it is from Psalm 146 but the tune is a simple one; arranged from a Gregorian chant… I am going to ask the musicians to play it through once and we will come in on as they begin again.
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Now let us pray that God would write his words on our hearts


‘open our eyes that we may behold wonders in your word’/’may the words of my mouth and he meditations of all our hearts be pleasing to you, our God and our Redeemer’
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Fitting God into our logic is as silly as trying to fit the oceans into a seaside bucket





Paul’s Solution








