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I have been told about the level of my voice. Complaints that you can't hear me. Now I want to be heard - so if I am not speaking loudly enough then put your hand up and I will raise my voice.

 If you all go charismatic then I will know that the Holy Spirit is telling me to raise my voice!

Two years ago during Advent I started what has become an occasional series on the Minor prophets – then I talked about Christ as “The Prophet”

What is a prophet? One who speaks the words that God gives him

What are the Minor prophets? The 12 shorter books at the end of the OT that provide us with a record of God’s dealings with his people from the end of Solomon’s reign in about 960BC down to the last scriptures before the New Testament written around 420BC  - In other words, they were written over a period of about 500 years.

At the beginning of the period Solomon’s kingdom divided into Israel and Judah and God sent “My servant’s the prophets” to turn the two kingdoms from their wicked ways and to warn them what would happen if they continued in wickedness.  

2Ki 17:13 Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes, in accordance with all the Law that I commanded your fathers, and that I sent to you by my servants the prophets." 

God used the prophets to teach them about who He is - to give His people understanding as what he requires of us. He also used prophets to warn Israel and Judah to be obedient to his laws, his commands and his statutes, to return to him and be saved or to suffer the consequences. To give to His people now the understanding as what he requires of us.

We have now got to number 8 out of 12 in this series on the minor prophets. And still Jerusalem is standing! 

So far we have seen how God values relationships. He is concerned about how we interact. but above all we have seen that God is in control. God is in control of History. God is in control of times and seasons, locusts and nations. For 400 years this God who is in control has been patient. the LORD warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and my statutes. 

Yet Jerusalem has not yet fallen. As we saw last time the Northern Kingdom fell in 722 BC to the Assyrians

But God is patient and long-suffering; Jerusalem has not yet fallen. Not Yet

And now we come to  Habakkuk

So far we have had endless warnings to God’s people both the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah == However, The Northern kingdom of Israel did not repent and in 722BC it was destroyed by Assyria

Now it is the turn of Judah. 

Habakkuk is given a vision “a burden” of what is going to happen to Judah.

Just a few notes about the book before we turn to what it says. The prophet Habakkuk is generally believed to have written his book in the mid to late 7th century BC, probably not long before the Babylonians' siege and capture of Jerusalem in 612 BC so maybe 620-612 BC

There is no biographical information on the prophet Habakkuk; in fact less is known about him than any other writer of the Bible. The only reliable information we have comes from this book that is named for him and that says very little. We know that he writes poetry and as I shall explain later, we think that he might have been one of the temple musicians. - but we do not know very much! We don't even know what his name means. 

We do know that there is a Dead Sea Scroll written about 40-50BC  which is called “The Commentary on Habakkuk”. It gives nearly all text of chapters 1 and 2 but the commentary on the text is dealing with its writer's problems with another invader who has total control of Judea – the Romans – (this is about the time Julius Caesar having conquered Gaul was trying to invade Britain)

The book divides into 3 sections 

· Chap 1:1-11 Why is there unpunished evil? - God's Answer

· Chap 1:12-2:20 Why is the punishment so severe? God's answer

· Chap 3: Habakkuk's response – a psalm
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Are you fed up with what God is doing? – or more likely what God is not doing? <<illustration earthquakes and woes>> Where is God in Tsunnamis and quakes. Why are such appalling characters as Hitler, Stalin and Gadaffi who slaughter their own people allowed to exist? What is God doing?

Well, that is the kind of thing Habakkuk was concerned about. He actually attacks God face on. We are used to the Psalms that reflect and say things like “I don't understand why the wicked flourish” but alone among all the prophets Habakkuk stands up and complains to God. He says “Why do you allow such things to happen? and Why don't you punish them?”
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Hab 1:-2-4  How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, “Violence!” but you do not save? Why do you make me look at injustice? (!!!) Why do you tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction and violence are before me; there is strife, and conflict abounds. Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice never prevails. The wicked hem in the righteous, so that justice is perverted.

Does God blast him down for his chutzpah? Does God punish him for his cheek?

No God does not: God is gracious. God replies to him in the  next few verses – v5-11 

I am raising up the Chaldeans.  (marginal – they took over Babylon) 

Chaldeans? They were the people from Southern Babylon who took over Babylon and then rebelled and defeated the Assyrians in 627BC.  Nebuchadnezzar was a Chaldean.  So as a quick approximation when you read Chaldean think Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar, The world-power of the day. 

They were known for their excessive cruelty and pride, their arrogance and greed and God describes some of this in these verses. <pick some phrases>

But this reply wasn't quite what Habakkuk had expected. 

Habbakuk knew that evil should be punished, that is why he had complained - but God's reply was unexpected. The outright slaughter of God's people by a godless nation was not what he had expected.
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So Habbakuk's next complaint is about that. What on earth do you think you are doing? - Look; I know we deserve reproof but this is over the top!
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poetry - “look” 

Hab 1:12-13  LORD, are you not from everlasting? My God, my Holy One, we will never die. You, LORD, have appointed them to execute judgment; you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish. Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. Why then do you tolerate (look at)  the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?

(there is something pointed about complaining in v3 that God makes him see wickedness while God himself idly looks on and then stating that God can't see it in v13 (and yet God is still idly looking on)) I think maybe Habakkuk is letting his passion overcome his common sense!

About the Chaldeans – Habakkuk compares them to a ruthless fisherman and ends

Hab 1:17 Is he to keep on emptying his net, destroying nations without mercy?  

And on into Chapter 2 I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.  (in other words, I am going to keep on arguing with God when he has answered this complaint - I will have another - or I will argue with his answer – He hasn't got a leg to stand on)

Again God doesn't blast him for his challenge or even his faulty thinking. God answers him

God's answer to that complaint: Basically it is “OK, you watch and see what happens. Yes they will go on and do this thing but ultimately they will be destroyed.” 

Hab 2:3-4 The vision ... speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay. See, the enemy is puffed up; his desires are not upright — but the righteous will live by faith

ESV Wait until the vision comes to its end, even if it seems slow, wait for it. His soul is puffed up with pride, it is not upright, but the just live by faith

the next few verses are a catalogue of 'he reduces nations, but they will rise and consume him' eg  Hab 2:10  You have plotted the ruin of many peoples, shaming your own house and forfeiting your life. 

But then the point is made. The people who get dealt with this way are getting what they deserve, it is the Lord's doing. – as we have seen over and over again in these sermons on the minor prophets – God is in [image: image7.wmf]“”

control

Hab 2:13-14  ¿ Has not the LORD Almighty determined that the people’s labor is only fuel for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing? For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

And the final statement from God is another one of those famous verses

Hab 2:20  But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.

A wonderful verse, but one that puts us in our place. God knows what he is doing and doesn't need our advice. 

Job received the same answer. 

Job was trying to say that he didn't deserve what was happening to him and the basic answer was “Who are you to tell me what to do?” 

Job 38:1-2 God answered Job out of the whirlwind and said “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? … where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth?”

God knows what he is doing and doesn't need our advice

So what then should be our response? What should we do when the world is overwhelming us – when we can't see where God is in all of the disasters and murders. when the Gadaffi's thrive and multinational corporations pauper people. When our banks make profits at our expense and cause financial crises for which we ordinary people have to pay When one of our allies (Saudi Arabia) can be described as the biggest women's jail in the world and the “civilised” west does nothing about it- 

and yet we really do understand that God doesn't need our input and advice

Habakkuk realised the correct answer – trust –  He had listened to God's answer – 

Hab 2:4 His soul is puffed up with pride, it is not upright, but the just shall live by faith

A very famous statement – The just (or) the righteous shall live by faith

trust is the answer – because God is trustworthy

Chapter 3 is Habakkuk's answer – a psalm – a song of confidence in God. 

As an aside. You probably know that the psalms have headings – like “A Psalm of David a miktam” (Ps 16) or “To the choirmaster: of David” (Ps 21) “A prayer of Moses the man of God” (Ps 90) – well those are not actually scripture in the sense that they are not considered to be the word of God. But here, the first and last phrases of Chapter 3 are just like those statements in the psalms but they are actually incorporated into God's word. 

Hab 3:1  A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth. 

Hab 3:19  ... To the choirmaster: with my stringed instruments. 

In fact, it is because these are here in Habakkuk that the others are usually allowed to remain in our translations. 

· Shigioneth is possibly a particular tune but more likely suggests a method implying change of pace 

· – and the “Selah” at verses 3, 9 and 13 might then be the change points – build up faster and faster to a Selah and then pause, slow down and start again

· Also here is one of the few things we can suggest about the person  Habakkuk –This psalm is addressed to the choirmaster / director of music and the words “with my stringed instruments” implies that he might have been one of those Levites who were the official temple musicians.

But let us look a little closer at the exact nature of Habakkuk's trust and see what we can learn from it

 He starts off: “I read the scriptures and see what you have done – and I fear. Oh Lord in the midst of wrath remember mercy” 

He considers the Exodus and the conquest of the land not so much from the perspective of the Israelites but from the perspective of the nations who were destroyed. God hasn't changed in the way he uses nations to accomplish his purposes.  Then; God's power was used for the salvation of His people. Then; the nations suffered.

So now, although I fear because we are at this moment upon the receiving end Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us.  (3:16) 

Because you are still the same God who seeks to save his people I will wait quietly

let me just read the end of the psalm – not all disasters are caused by the nations – yet they are all under God's control

Hab 3:17-19  Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Saviour . The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights. 

The centre of all that Habakkuk learns is in 2:4 – 

The just, the righteous shall live by faith. When trials overwhelm us then remember who this God is. 

· Remember what he has done and have faith in Him. 

· Remember what He has promised to do and have faith in Him

This verse has three very important exegeses in the New Testament. We have been given extended applications in the scriptures of what it means

In Romans 1:17 Paul uses it as the key verse to launch the summary of all his teaching.  Paul writes “This is the gospel: it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.””  

God provides the faith that is the very life of the righteous. Whenever you are reading and studying in Romans remember that what Paul is doing is explaining this verse - the righteous shall live by faith  and I think you will find that some of the difficult things he says  become easier to comprehend

This is the gospel, the good news: God provides the faith that is the very life of the righteous.

In Galatians 3:11 Paul really ties up that you cannot achieve righteousness through obeying the OT law. He says that is clear that righteousness is not through the law because “the righteous live by faith.” but adds that the law requires obedience. The contrast between faith and obedience to law is tightly drawn

The writer to Hebrews picks up the waiting aspect – the lesson that Habakkuk learned. In Hebrews 10, after the explanation of the new covenant there is a sequence about God's judgement and persecution and remaining faithful under the pressures.

Heb 10:35-38   Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. For, "Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him." 

In other words, we are not promised an easy time but we are promised faith for he goes on to say

But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and preserve their souls. 

The just shall live by faith

So when we have questions about what God is doing – we can ask – we can even get uptight with God – although that is rather a pointless thing to do – rather like a flea trying to understand an elephant! 

We can ask, we should ask. Even if we ask in anger, God is gracious and answers. He answers not just with words – look and see what I have done; wait and see what will happen. 

He answers by giving us the faith to live by in the good times and the bad times … even in the disasters

I'll repeat what I just said: We are not promised an easy time but we are promised faith for as Hebrews goes on on to say

But we belong to those who have faith and who preserve their souls. 

This is the lesson Habakkuk learned, this is the lesson we should learn. After all our despair as we look at what is happening in the world … After all our “hot under the collar” statements about God... We should trust in Him who is trustworthy. He gives us righteousness, he gives us faith, he gives us the faith to live. 

This is the lesson Habakkuk learned – let us learn it too 

The just shall live by faith

As we come to the Lord's supper, while I set up I want you to think about the fact that I have just preached a sermon without mentioning Jesus by name.

<<Set up>> 

“The just shall live by faith”. Or rather “The righteous shall live by faith” 

as Paul says in Romans, this is the gospel, the good news, that God gives faith so that the righteous may live. Central to Romans is that the “righteous” are those who are made righteous by God. So God not only gives the righteous the faith to live by but makes them righteous in the first place. As Paul says “a righteousness that is by faith from first to last”

Habakkuk didn't know – he was looking forward; but now, we know that it is the sacrifice of Jesus Christ upon the Cross nearly 2000 years ago that makes us righteous; that gives us life

Now we come to celebrate the life that Christ has bought for us. We come to live the life given to us. We come to feed on him in our hearts by faith. This is part of how the righteous live by faith.

And we live looking to the future when the Lord comes again to celebrate the great feast with us.

Paul says: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

So let us give thanks: <simple meal, faith giving  meal - may we receive life and faith and live>

The Lord Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

Our practice is to receive the bread, hold it and eat together thus showing that we belong to one body, the Lord's church. You don't have to be a member of any particular church; all who have put their trust in the Lord Jesus are welcome. You may have believed only this minute – Jesus invites you to eat. If you are still on the journey to belief please let the bread and the wine pass by. 

<feed on him in your hearts by faith and be thankful>

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

<the blood of the new covenant – all of you drink of it>

Prayer: Lord you have given us life, you have given us faith, you have given us food. As we go out into the world help us to be being your people, the righteous who live by faith proclaiming you to the world in or words and practice; in our lives lived before you and before the watching world.

Notices:

Hymn – please remain standing for the benediction

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

   Refrain

   It is well, with my soul,
   It is well, with my soul,
   It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

   Refrain

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

   Refrain

But, Lord, ‘tis for Thee, for Thy coming we wait,
The sky, not the grave, is our goal;
Oh trump of the angel! Oh voice of the Lord!
Blessèd hope, blessèd rest of my soul!

   Refrain

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.

  Refrain

Words: Horratio G. Spafford, 1873. Music: Ville du Havre, Philip P. Bliss,

Benediction

May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and by His grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. 
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