The King’s Party – Matt 22:1-14 
Trinity: 03 June 2007

Welcome – especially to visitors. Welcome to this service which celebrates the Lord’s provision for us

As we sit down and come into His presence let us hear what he has to say to us.

Isa 25:6-9  On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of well-aged wine, the best of meats, and finest of wines.

On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all the peoples, the sheet that covers the nations. 

He will swallow up death forever; and the sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces, He will remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 

In that day they will say , “Surely, this is our God and he saved us; we trusted in him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation." 

This is our God who is talking to us. And he says to us. “I am going to give you a party”


so let us first just say thank-you 


[Thank you that you love us so much. Thank you for the party you have promised us. Help us to look forward to it with hope and help us to rejoice at your goodness to us.]


¿ Who has had a birthday recently? (Eleanor (Ellie) Todd (18), Jack Harding and Sam Trevor)


¿ Who has one coming up soon (Ian Richardson, Adam Singodia, Natalie Todd, Tim Barker(18), Gary Barker(18)) 

¿ If you have a birthday what do you do?

Have a party!  (I think Ian had his party yesterday – I hope it was a good one)

That’s what we are going to talk about today – having a party, having a feast

So as we think about this let us praise God for being able to be here – we are going to sing two songs: the first one about Jesus’ birth and the kings bringing presents –the second one, just rejoicing and praising God for being able to be part of His people because Jesus’ coming is the greatest present for us. –We are His people waiting for the feast He has prepared for us

“All poor men and humble” (LUDN 8)


“I love you my Lord” (LUDN 78) 

Lets get back to thinking about parties again. 

God has quite a bit to say about parties, there are literally hundreds of references to feasts and banquets in the OT (like Isa 25: that we read at the begining) and more than 50 in the NT

He loves to see us enjoying ourselves and made room in his calendar for lots of feasts and parties.. They are so important that he makes them part of his Law to the Israelites. There are feast you shall celebrate 
3 times a year he says in Deuteronomy and  in Leviticus he tells them to have a party every year at the harvest festival. Rejoice and enjoy your crops and produce. 

Sometimes there are feasts and parties to remember something that happened – like the Passover – which we celebrate at Easter - or Pentecost which we remembered last week. For the harvest there were two parties, one at the beginning of the harvest to rejoice that God was providing and one at the end to rejoice that the crops were safely gathered in.

As we look at the bible there are feasts for births and birthdays (we remember Christmas of course as well as our own birthdays), parties at weddings and also parties on special days of remembrance. Always the rejoicing is because what God has given to us. The days of remembrance are to remind us of Gods might acts of saving the Israelites and now us. But the bible also says that God gives us good things - so that we can enjoy them. Cakes and cream, meat and fruit, juice and wine, bread and butter and honey – all these things the bible says are God’s good gifts to us for us to enjoy

Lets sing again – 2 songs


“Blessed is the King” (LUDN c2)


“Thank you Father” (LUDN c36)

Lev 23:41 – 3 times a year – Deut 16:14-15

Lets get back to talking about parties

God has quite a bit to say about parties. 

Jesus told a parable about a party that a king made: He prepared a feast to celebrate the wedding of his son 


Reading - Matt 22:1-12  (Ian)

Let’s sing again


“Hark my soul it is the Lord” (MP 209 tune “St Bees”)

The first thing we need to notice is 


¿ Whose party is it? 
The King does all the preparation, plans it for some time - prepares the food – fatted cattle and oxen means that this is a sit-down dinner, really special. prepares the guest list etc

Sends out the invites - and the reminders when they don’t come the first time


¿ What is the guest’s response?

Excuses – (Jesus told pretty much the same story in Luke 14 and there we can see some of the excuses.


I have bought a field: I must go and look at it


I have just bought 5 teams of oxen: I must go and look at them


I just got married so I can’t come

Back here in Matthew some of them got really angry – what does he mean by bothering us - and they mistreated or killed the servants

¿ Now.. Is that what you do to the postman if he brings you a letter inviting you to a party?

Killing servants – that tells us who the king is and who the invited people are.
The bible says is several places that God sent his servants – the prophets – to his people –Israel _ and they rejected them persecuted them and even killed them – so we know what and who the parable was about.

¿ What is the King’s response?
v7. He was angry and he sent his armies to destroy the guests who rejected his invitation

God’s judgment – again we can see in history who Jesus was getting at – downfall of Jerusalem  and exile

 ¿ So what does the king do when his original guests refuse? 

Tell’s his servants “they weren’t worthy” go and get anyone you can find (Luke says he had to send them out more than once to fill the Hall)

Notice: “good and bad” The condition of people is not important  (Luke says some were crippled and lame)

In ths parable Jesus told, This is us – non-Jews those who were not invited to the party Now  we are invited to the party

The excluded are now included


(Eph 2 – strangers to the covenant and without hope but are now brought in in Christ’s sacrifice) 


(Rom 11 – uses an image of an olive tree  – and God cuts out the natural branches and grafts in the wild olive so that it can be fruitful wild)

The main thing is that we do not deserve to be invited to the party but God now has invited us. We can join in this great celebration


But there is a warning in the parable too

¿ What Happens Next?
Someone doesn’t take it seriously enough – doesn’t bother to acknowledge why he is there
¿ What do you do if someone comes to your birthday party and and breaks all your presents, takes the birthday cake, eats some of it and smears the rest on the wall – doesn’t take the occasion seriously? Doesn’t care about you – and it’s your Birthday party?

The answer is judgment and pretty final judgment too – “Tie him up and throw him out”

Note v12. the man has no answer – He was speechless. He has no answer as to why the he wasn’t prepared to take it seriously
Sometimes that seems hard – after all he wasn’t originally going to a wedding party; he was hauled in off the street
But … that applies to everyone there, none of them had a note in his diary, “today –wedding party” – No: they were all hauled in off the street 

Quite clearly, wedding clothes were provided and many people had put them on. This man just couldn’t be bothered – and that is why he had no excuse.

¿ So, if we are the guests pulled in off the street, what does that mean for us?
God wants us to enjoy the party.. And the party is the wedding party of his son. We have to take it seriously

¿ what are the wedding clothes ?
¿ what are the wedding clothes ?

Isaiah talks about “clothes of righteousness” (Isaiah 61) and the NT picks up that theme


 Ephesians 4 says we are to put of our old angry self and put on the new self created in God’s likeness in righteousness and holiness


Colossians 3 says we are to take of our old clothes and put on, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And above all these put on love.
Several places talk about putting on Christ which means being like Christ

We are called to be kind to each other, to care for each other a- to love one-another – that is part of what righteousness is. Being obedient, as Christ was obedient, is another part.
It isn’t always easy, but we have no excuse because just as the king provided the wedding clothes, God provides the suit of righteousness for us

I’m not going to talk about the punishment for being selfish and self centred – let’s look forward instead
(Rom 11 warning about the wild branches being removed too)

¿ What Happens Next?

We have been invited to  the great party – when Jesus comes again, the great party of the marriage supper of the king’s son

We have the right clothes – provided by God to those he brings in – that is you and me
We have to take it seriously. God has invited us to the party: so we have to behave ourselves as we should when you get there. Behave as God wants us to. It’s His party 
But

We have been invited to the great party – when Jesus comes again “riding on the clouds of heaven”, then we all go to that great party - the marriage supper of the King’s son. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

“Only by grace can we enter” – (MP 914)

Stuart
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Sure I missed some.


Put hands up ..





Turn in Bibles to Matthew 22
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